
© Nabu 
Nabu 

Achemenet Mars 2022 
 

Nabu 2022-034                                                  S. Zawadzki  
 
 

 
 
 
34) Babylonian Miscellanea 4. The year of death of Itti-Marduk-balāṭu, one more — In NABU 2010/35, 
I argued that Itti-Marduk-balātu (IMB), son of Nabû-aḫḫē-iddin (NAI) of the Egibi family died in the first 
year of Darius (521 BC), i.e. later than was proposed before. However, I missed one additional document 
which is in my file in transliteration which confirms my conclusion. The document, BM 77363, copied by 
Bertin, no. 1913 (not seen by me),1) is dated to the eighth of Ayaru, first year of Darius. Only four lines of the 
obverse have survived, but the entire seven lines of the reverse. It concerns silver, consisting of various parts 
of qalû and nuḫḫutu quality,2) which belonged to IMB, son of NA[I of the Egibi family] and which was owed 
by Itti-Nabû-balātu, whose father and family names are not preserved. The value of the document lies 
primarily in the fact that, despite the damage to the obverse, there is no doubt that it mentions IMB, son of 
NAI of the Egibi family as the owner of the silver. In this situation the date is particularly important as it 
confirms the fact that IMB was alive on 8 Ayaru, the first year of Darius, i.e. on 21 April, 522 BC according 
to the Julian calendar.  
 
Notes  

 1. Included in “Table 1: Chronology of Babylonia in 522-521 B.C.E.” in BLOCH 2015, 12.  
 2. For a discussion of both terms, see JURSA 2010, 475-479.  
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